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rr OHN SHELL is without
doubt the most remark-
ableJ centenarian I have

& seen, and he is about the

Itf

eighth I have met," says our

3r WmM

John Shell turning a Krlndstone for
his five year old son, Albert, to sharp

a Jack knife
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investigator. "His memory is won-derf-

The nearest that he and his family can como
to his age is 112 years. His family has never claimed him
to be over that age. The tax records that were burned in
the couit house at Harlan gave the date of his birth, as
near as they could make it out, as September, 1808. He
also counts from the age of his first wife, who died at the
age of 107.

"John Shell cannot read or write, but for many years
he was an expert nftiker of flint-loc- k rifles. John Shell rifles,
marked with his pxivate mark just behind the lock, are
prized by collectors.

"In order to get a consensus of opinion as to his
probable age, I thought it best to secure statements and
nflidavits from members of the family and neighbors, who
have known him for many years. I therefore secured such
Btytements from Judge A. B. Cornett, T. H. Howard,

and W. B. Kelly, States marshal, and
others. These are among the most substantial and reliable
men of Kentucky,"

Extracts from their statements are given below:
01 KB 100. SAiS M II. KELIY

I hRve known "Uncle Johnny foi ear In fact stayed with
Iilm a good deal, about 16 years ago rom the age Mr Shell claimed
to be, when I stayed with him an the time that has elapsed since, I
would Judge him to be a good deal over 100 years old.

W B KELLY
States Marshal.

Subscribed and eworn to before me this April 24th. 1920
B F BOGOBN, Notary Public, Harlan Co., Ky.

SUISM, FAMILY BECOBI) SAYS 112
My Aunt, Mrs Martha Garrison oas that the date in her Bible,

containing Brandpas age. was September 16, lsOS I have every reason
to believe that she speaks the truth My father, W C Shell, says this
Is tho truth so far as he has ever known, also my uncle, A B Shell

A II SHELL.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th da of April, 1920

O W HOWARD. County Court Clerk.

AT LBAST 110, SAYS T. S. WABU
I will be 81 years old the 10th of Jui l'20 I was born and

raised In Harlan County, Kentutk In lSc I nut Johnny Shell, who
was called Uncle Johnnj then I was dodging; the Confederate army
and met "Uncle Johnny" He was too old then for service in tha
Civil war I it'll hatlsnt-- he Is at least 110 years old as he Is a much
older man than I am Most evcr one in Harlan County knows me
mul will take my word for anything I say I would not make a state
ment unless I believed It to be true

T S WARD
Subscribed nnd sworn to before me this 23rd day of April, 110

M O SMITH Notarj Public. Harlan. Co. Ky.

ATTOBNEY IIOWABD bAA'S OVEIl 100
In different conversations with John Shell l.e often told about

comlmj to Kentucky with his father In the hummer of IS 1 and that
they camped where the town of Harlan, K , Is now located and that
At that time he was 12 eara old In abstract inK old land papers I
found one where an entry was made bj S Shell (Johns father) In th
year 1816, In the neighborhood where he now lives. I have eery
reason to believe John Shell Is a good deal over 100 years old

T II HOW ARD Attorney at Law
Subscribed and sworn to before me this !3rd dsy of April 1S20

M Q SMITH Notary Public. Harlan Co.. Ky.

OVER 100 AND A HONEST MAN
I have known Johnnj Shell for about 0 years I have sold him

Roods for 40 years W H Kell toil of a man Smith He and Shell
Krew up together about the same age If Smith had lived
he would be a little over a hundred now Richard Wilson,
who was raised a few miles from Shell. sas Shell has turned
100 I talked to Shell last year He knew me and talked
to me as intelligent! an I ever heard him I have alasfound John Shell an honest man

S, C HOWARD

jrnr.K cobmstt sais all of iw
I have know Uncle Johnny' Shell for SO or more vear

I have known of him as an old rid man. Prom all reports
from the few who lived here when he said he came here at
the age of 12 he Is now at least 10S years old. and I btlleve
older I have talked with htm In the la't jear nnd he
eeemed to be intelligent and Just as rational as 1 e- -r saw
him (Judge) A B CORNHTT. Harlan. K

OLDER THAX MY MOTHER, 10"
I have known 'Uncle Johnnj ' Shell all my life I am

almost 6S I would place his age at 10k Johnny Snell van
older than my mother, and she would have been I'M ha 1

she lived till now F O LEW is

In justice to John Shell and his family, it
should be said that neither he nor they have ever
claimed the extreme old age that was given in some
of the reports published in the daily press A story
of the kind grows in the telling, and the desire for
something startling to make rood reading is no
doubt the cause for the intersting fiction (founded
on fact) that has been published about old "Uncle"
Johnny Shell.

Facts, however, in many coses, are just as in-
teresting as fiction, and we have endeavored in
this article to give the facts as we have been able
to find them.

THE CHATTANOOGA MEDICINE CO.

THE OKLAHOMA MINER
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JOHN SHELL AM) FAMILY
Jonn Shell his fcoeona wire anu

flro year old ion Also A H Slioll,
grandson of John Hboll Ills wlfo
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has to a age. When a
young man, he took very little Of late years he has

medicine and my wife has it for
him. He as a to keep
his liver so she sends the store for

and him a tea that and him
shape."
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INVESTIGATORS REPORT

HE afro-ol- d puzzle, "How old is Ann."
is now put into the shade l.y tho
question lately in the public
pi ess as to "How old is John'' '

Old "Uncle" Johnny 11, tho
Ktntiuky mountaineer, who paid n visit to
the State Fair at Louisville last
fall, has become famous over night as a
result of this controversy.

Such papers as the "New York
Heiald," the "Literary Digest," and other
periodicals of national circulation, havo
punted his pictuie, with comments on tho
question at issue.

So much intcicst has been shown in
tho matter, that n special investigator was
sent to Greasy Creek, Kentucky, by Tho
Chattanooga Medicine Company (whoso
medicine Thcdfoid's Black-Draug- Liver
Medicine had been used in Shell fam-
ily for many yeais) in order to get moro

on the subject.
The investigator's report is given on an-

other column of this page. The result off
this investigation seems to show, on
timony of friends nnd that John
bhell is about 112 years old, that his health
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is good for a man of his age, and that
his mind is clearer than that of tho
average centenarian.

A statement from his
(A. II. Shell) regarding the use of
Thedford's by John
Shell himself, is given at the foot

$&imj

of this page.
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.w "UNCLE"
'

JOHN SHELL
!

" jfeS S : PSSHlA Remarkable Old Mountaineer. Jtt5S j ' jj : : JfJifW) Ji Now Living at Greasy Creek, Kentucky. L S :: H : : : :WEpa.J7 Was thought by some to be 131 years fSk L : : ff : : : f TiJmllTnrf
I '' ut a u investigation not disclose f1, b&? 'Bfc

. any reliable records going back so far. ivSOnBKra iL
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Statement John Shell's Grandson ffiiSSI AH. Shell, aged 45, of Kentucky, grandson of LwSSSwmSSI John Shell, picture is shown in group at of this WMJ;mpage, authorized publication of the following statement: BaliilSSl'"My grandfather lived
medicine.

needed looked after
. . needed something laxative and

acting, to

Thedford's Elack-Draul- it

makes from it keeps in splendid
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